
To the TAMC Community:

At its special meeting this afternoon (January 9), The Academy Board of Directors voted to
make the wearing of masks by students OPTIONAL, effective immediately.

It was a difficult decision.  Board members weighed a great deal of relevant information
of different kinds: current COVID infection rates nationally and locally, rising infection rates
among our own students, teachers, and staff, the relative usefulness of masks as a deterrent to
infection, the availability of the Pfizer vaccine available for children ages 5-11. But we gave
special attention to the concerns expressed by our K-2 teachers that mask-wearing inhibits
communication, making it difficult for young students to see how letter sounds are shaped by the
mouth, which in turn affects their speech and reading development. And we reviewed the Moore
County guidelines directed to schools that require masks and those that do not. We decided that
the difference in the length of quarantine periods and testing requirements was not a significant
enough factor for us to sacrifice more productive classroom teaching and learning to that issue.

We will review the TAMC policy again at our regular Board meeting, set for Wednesday,
January 19.  We have no idea what the conditions will be like then—though, like you, we hope
that the rates of infection and hospitalization will be falling and the crisis abating. We know that
we are dealing with a continuing and evolving health crisis for which there is no magic solution.
We know how much you are concerned about your child’s health and safety.  We know that you
will decide what’s best for your child as you make a decision about masking or not.  And we
know that your child, wearing a mask or not, will be just as welcome and as comfortable as ever
in the classroom environment of tolerance and respect our teachers foster every day.

It is entirely possible that the accelerating spread of the omicron variant will mean
clusters of infection in classrooms and forced quarantining of those classrooms, and also that
infections among teachers will mean some classes may have to be cancelled temporarily.  Those
possibilities are becoming real already, after only a week of classes and masks.  We urge you to
pay close attention to further communications from TAMC about your child’s classes. Decide
whether taking advantage of the availability of the Pfizer vaccine specifically formulated for
children ages 5-11 is right for you. (To see where the vaccine is available, go to vaccines.gov.)

With our continuing appreciation for your understanding and support, and with thanks to
our teachers and staff for their wonderful work throughout this challenging period,

David Nordloh
TAMC Board Chair


